The pineal gland of the red deer male. Histology and ultrastructure with notes on the fallow deer and mouflon pineals.
The most conspicuous morphological feature of the investigated red deer pineal gland was very deep pineal recess, covered with continuous layer of the ependymal cells. Its branches (2-3) reached the distal part of the gland. The slight differences in pineal structure of sexually active and sexually inactive red deer were observed. Relatively large pineal glands both of mouflon and fallow deer showed many common as well as different structural features.